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fallow all day long, yearns for his supper and welcomes the
sunset that frees him to seek it and drag home his weary legs, so
did Odysseus welcome the setting of the sun that day. No sooner
was it down than he appealed to his sailor hosts, and to Alcinous
in particular:
'Lord Alcinous, my most worshipful prince, make your
drink-offerings now and see me safely off. And may every bless-
ing be yours! For now my dearest wish has been fulfilled: I have
secured your escort and I have your friendly gifts. May the gods
in heaven allow me to enjoy them, and may I find my wife and
dear ones safe and sound in my home when I reach it. As for you
that I leave here, may you all bring happiness to your good wives
and to your children; and may the gods prosper you in every
way and keep your people from harm!'
This speech of Odysseus pleased the whole company. They
felt the justice of his claim and held that their guest should now
be sent on his way. King Alcinous called to his squire. 'Pon-
tonous/ he said, 'mix a bowl of wine and serve everyone in the
hall so that we can make a drink-offering to Father Zeus before
seeing our visitor off to the land of his birth/ Pontonous mixed
the mellow wine, went his rounds and served each of the guests,
who then made libations to the blessed gods that live in the far-
flung heavens. All remained seated for this ritual except the gal-
lant Odysseus, who rose from his chair, put his two-handled
beaker in Arete's hands, and made her this cordial adieu: 'My
Queen, here's fortune all your life, until man's common lot, old
age and death, comes on you! I take my leave of you now. May
your house be blessed, and may you be happy in your children,
your people, and Alcinous your king!9
With this the noble Odysseus stepped across the threshold.
ICing Alcinous ordered an equerry to accompany him and lead
him to the good ship and the sea-shore, while Arete sent with
him a party of serving-women, one with a clean mantle and a
tunic, and another to carry his strong-box, while a third con-
veyed his bread and the red wine.
When they had come down to the ship and the sea, the young

